




Dear Friends, 
 

Last night my family and I watched a movie together . It's been out for a 
while so some of you may have seen it already (or read the book it was 
based on). It's called, "Heaven is for Real" and it tells the true story of a 
young boy in Nebraska who experienced a vision of heaven when he was 
very sick and in the hospital. The movie contains details about what he 
saw in his vision. It also tells the story of how his family, his community, 
and the church his father pastored struggled to believe his incredible 
story. 

 
When the boy's father was finally able to accept his son's story as true 
(after his own research and wrestling), he preached a sermon about it 
and came very close to losing his position because of it. His members 
were skeptical and the Board didn't want to their church to become 
known as a group of spiritual fanatics. Eventually, everyone came 
around, but it was only after they dealt with some issues they didn't even 
realize they had with God (anger, loss, and the implications of REALLY 
believing the things they talked about in church each Sunday). 

 
Toward the end of the movie, the father delivered a message (to a 
crowded sanctuary and reporters from the newspaper and radio). He 
said something in his message that really stuck with me. He said (and I'm 
paraphrasing here), "If we believe that heaven is real, it changes 
everything about the way we live our lives." I thought this was very 
powerful and I believe he was right. 

 
When we really accept the promises of God as true (about heaven, about 
his love, about his grace, about his power), it really does change 
everything! It gives us hope, and peace, and confidence, and courage. 
During this challenging and unprecedented season in history, I would 
offer this simple reminder: God is real and he is trustworthy. His 
promises are sure and we can be confident that he will pull us through 
this. 

 
I can't wait to see all of you again - on the other side. In the meantime , I 
pray for peace that passes understanding and an undeniable sense of 
God's presence with us. 

 
In Christ, Pastor Matt 

Loaves & Fishes Schedule for 2020 
Saturday's, May 16,July 11, 

September 19 and November 28 
Meals are prepared and deliveries made 
from First Christian Chu rch . We need 
volunteers for kitchen helpers at 9 am and 
drivers and helpers to deliver meals to the 
homebound of Atchison at 10:15 am. If 
you would like to sign up as a driver call 
the office, 913-367-3036 and leave a 
message or call Barb Piper, 913-255-2461. 
[ Sign-up sheets for volunteering are in the 
red notebook in the annex. ] If you have 
questions, contact Barb. 

 

Remember In Prayers 
Justin Andrews, Buddy Baldridge, Carole Baker, Rochel Berthelsen, Alex 
Blunt, Pat Brown, Melinda Calhoon, Glenda Camblin, Blaine Clary, Julia 
Clem, Bryson Connell, Jerry Daniel, Kayla Devore, Betty Donaldson, 
Marion Ehret, Emmy, Alvyn Jayme Erhart, Lavern Fitkin, Alan Foreman, 
Ruth Frost, Gene Gillispie, Andrea Gordon, Robert Grosser, Gree nly 
Family, Grace Hale, Mike Horton, Cody Hundley, Pat Jenkins, Tiny Kibler, 
LA Kimes, Charlie Kottman, Lisa Kric k, Jeff Kuhnert, Jeri Kurth, Opal 
Lewman, Paul Lundgren, Nadine Martin, Steve Martin, Kim Matt hi as, 
Katie McAllister, Cale Miller, Pat Montgomery, Diana Mo xley, Shari 
Oswald, The Family of Jason Pantle, Abel Portenier , Larry Ryan, Sandra 
Schraer and Family, Elizabeth Seever, Jo Shell, Juanita Shufflebarger, 
Becky Smith, Gary Stecher, Bob Stephenson, FJ & Doris Sutton, Charlotte 
Thompson, Jackson Tull, Shirley Welch, Amy and Mitch West, Kenn y 
Winder, Joe Wurtz. [IF WE CAN TAKE ANYONE OFF OF THIS PRAYER LIST, 
PLEASE NOTIFY ROSIE AT THE CHURCH OFFICE] 

 

Military 
Ryan Callahan, Joshua Lambert, Nicholas Cline, Sean Mccaffery, Anton 
Mak, Jesse McGlade, Curtis Ellis, Jerry Michaels, John Humbard, Robert 
Dickson, Quentin Rivers, Carlos Betts-Coffey, Dan iel Collins, Ben Carlisle, 
Zach Kincaid,Gavin Rebant, Dylan Birkinsha. 



Crazy Times 
Who would of thought that a virus would have the world come to 
a screeching halt. I know that as we navigate this crazy time it 
becomes mor e clear that we do not have many answers. We are left 
with more questions than answers and have kids that are in the 
same boat. I know that in my house we have had lots of emotions 
about Covid-19 and even more questions. Questions that we keep 
answering with, " I am not sure, but when we know we will let you 
know." 

 
In this time we are being forced to rethink how we do normal 
every day things such as school, friendships, and church just to 
name a few. As we navigate this time I believe this could also be a 
defining moment for our relationship with God! I have spent 
some time reflecting on how different people responded in the 
Bible to moments of crisis in their lives and how that crisis 
brought them closer to God. This week I was specifically reflecting 
on Job. Job was a very wealthy man that had everything and then 
in a matter of hours his world had changed and he had lost 
everything. Job had a choice between two responses, 1) trust God 
and run to Him or 2) get mad at God and run away from Him. I 
think that some of us can relate to Job right now in that we have 
lost a lot. Job, despite all that he had lost chose to turn to God 
rather than get angry and run away. Job did have a period of 
grief and anger, but in the end he chose to trust God despite all 
that had happened to him. I think that the most important lesson 
we can learn from Job is to trust God under all circumstances. 

 
I know that like our kids we as adults have a lot of quest ions during 
this time as well. Many of you likely have questions for the church 
that we don't have answers to yet. We may not know when we will 
get to come back together as a church yet or what summer 
programming will look like yet, but the one thing I do know is that 
throughout this time our goal as a church is to stay connected with 
you. If there are ways we can support your or pray for you please 
reach out and let us know. 

Notes of Thanks 
To My Wonderful Church Family, 

 
Thank you so much for all your prayers, calls and cards at the time 

of Dean Jr.'s passing. Thanks to Pastor Matt for a lovely service. A 
special thanks to the church ladies for the wonderful meal you provided 
for our family. It was delicious and greatly appreciated. 

All of you made a sad time so much easier. You are all AWESOME. 
God bless all of you. 

 
In Christian Love, Mary Sexton and Family 

Dear Friends, 

We are grateful for your partnership with Avant! Because you 
gave, the gospel of Jesus Christ is being proclaimed, lives are being 
redeemed, and the church is being planted through the work of Andrew 
and Andrea Korschot. 

 
Scott Holbrook, President 
Avant Ministries, Kansas City, MO 

 
[This gift of $346.20 was made possible through the quarte rly Outreach funds.] 

 

Christian Sympathy 
 To the family of WILLIAM L. "BILL" GARRISON who passed away 

on April 4, 2020. Survivors include his mother, Dorothy Price, 
sister, Kathryn Soph and daughters, Amanda Drury and Piper 
Stahl. 

 
 To the family of VIVIAN MARIE HOOPER who passed away on 

Wednesday, April 8, 2020 at her home. Survivors include her 
granddaughter, Sarah and Brad Lee and Madison and Alex Lee. 

 
 To the family of LISA LEANNE SCHWARZER who passed away 

on Thursday, April 23, 2020. Inurnment will be held at  a later day 
at the Sunset Memory Gardens. Survivors include her daughters, 
Jennifer Reeves and Jessica Schwarzer, her mother, Sharon 
Thomas, and five sisters including Karin Dulaban and Leslea 
Moranz. 
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